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MONITORING A DECADE 

• UN GA resolution 54/255 
in 2010 called for a 
Decade of Action for 
Road Safety (2011–
2020). 

• Status reports to be used 
as a monitoring tool for 
the Decade. 



MAIN MESSAGES 

• 88 countries have reduced their road traffic deaths, 
but the global total at 1.24 million remains 
unacceptably high. 

• Only 28 countries have comprehensive laws that 
cover 5 major risk factors. 

• Half of all road traffic deaths are among 
pedestrians, cyclists and motorcyclists. 
 



FINDINGS FROM GSSRSII ON FATALITY 

• Most countries (71%) rely on Police data systems 
only, few (17%) combine databases. 

• 50% of countries use a 30-day definition. 
• Only 104 countries reported robust data (in terms of 

coverage and completeness). 
• For 78 countries comparative estimates had to be 

generated using a statistical model. 
 



Total 2000 
1 Ischaemic heart disease 
2 Lower respiratory infections 
3 Stroke 
4 Diarrhoeal diseases 
5 Preterm birth complications 
6 Tuberculosis 
7 Birth asphyxia and birth trauma 
8 Chronic obstructive pulmonary disease 
9 Road traffic injuries 

10 Congenital anomalies 
11 Protein-energy malnutrition 
12 Diabetes mellitus 
13 Measles 
14 Cirrhosis of the liver 
15 Hypertensive heart disease 
16 Kidney diseases 
17 Maternal conditions 
18 Meningitis 
19 Neonatal sepsis and infections 
20 Rheumatic heart disease 

TOTAL 2030 
1 Ischaemic heart disease 
2 Stroke 
3 Lower respiratory infections 
4 Chronic obstructive pulmonary disease 
5 Road traffic injuries 
6 Diabetes mellitus 
7 Preterm birth complications 
8 Diarrhoeal diseases 
9 Hypertensive heart disease 

10 Cirrhosis of the liver 
11 Birth asphyxia and birth trauma 
12 Endocrine, blood, immune disorders 
13 Kidney diseases 
14 Congenital anomalies 
15 Breast cancer 
16 Homicide 
17 Trachea, bronchus, lung cancers 
18 Tuberculosis 
19 Rheumatic heart disease 
20 Asthma 

LEADING CAUSES OF DEATH in EMRO  



LEADING CAUSES OF DEATH 
FOR YOUNG PEOPLE 

Rank 0-4 years 5-14 years 15-29 years 30-49 years 50-69 years 70+ years Total 

1 Preterm birth complications 
178767 

Diarrhoeal diseases 
19299 

Road traffic injuries 
37510 

Road traffic injuries 
40145 

Ischaemic heart disease 
141599 

Ischaemic heart disease 
277734 

Ischaemic heart disease 
462524 

2 Lower respiratory infections 
168112 

Lower respiratory infections 
11097 

Collective violence and legal 
intervention 

30712 

Ischaemic heart disease 
31594 

Stroke 
78031 

Stroke 
200510 

Stroke 
308050 

3 
Birth asphyxia and birth 

trauma 
111925 

Road traffic injuries 
7341 

Suicide 
16001 

Tuberculosis 
24667 

Chronic obstructive 
pulmonary disease 

43855 

Chronic obstructive 
pulmonary disease 

95418 

Lower respiratory infections 
306264 

4 Diarrhoeal diseases 
91377 

Collective violence and legal 
intervention 

6850 

Maternal conditions 
14688 

Collective violence and legal 
intervention 

23845 

Tuberculosis 
39045 

Lower respiratory infections 
72776 

Preterm birth complications 
178768 

5 Congenital anomalies 
64029 

Drowning 
5643 

Diarrhoeal diseases 
11328 

HIV/AIDS 
23607 

Cirrhosis of the liver 
31654 

Diabetes mellitus 
51679 

Diarrhoeal diseases 
176126 

6 
Neonatal sepsis and 

infections 
49233 

Meningitis 
5573 

Lower respiratory infections 
10303 

Stroke 
15659 

Lower respiratory infections 
30211 

Hypertensive heart disease 
45174 

Chronic obstructive 
pulmonary disease 

150867 

7 Measles 
26458 

Protein-energy malnutrition 
4711 

Homicide 
9847 

Lower respiratory infections 
13765 

Diabetes mellitus 
29632 

Diarrhoeal diseases 
26833 

Road traffic injuries 
133156 

8 Protein-energy malnutrition 
19414 

Endocrine, blood, immune 
disorders 

4568 

Fire, heat and hot substances 
8221 

Maternal conditions 
13698 

Road traffic injuries 
27197 

Tuberculosis 
26179 

Birth asphyxia and birth 
trauma 
111925 

9 Meningitis 
19269 

Congenital anomalies 
3998 

Ischaemic heart disease 
7514 

Cirrhosis of the liver 
11863 

Hypertensive heart disease 
20594 

Kidney diseases 
24024 

Tuberculosis 
97988 

10 Tetanus 
14348 

Fire, heat and hot substances 
3701 

Drowning 
6983 

Breast cancer 
11780 

Breast cancer 
17960 

Endocrine, blood, immune 
disorders 

22341 

Diabetes mellitus 
90164 
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COMPARISON OF RTD BY 
REGION 
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AFRICA HAS HIGHEST ROAD TRAFFIC 
DEATH RATES PER 100 000 POPULATION 
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SOME COUNTRIES ARE MAKING PROGRESS BUT RTD 
REMAINS UNACCEPTABLY HIGH AT 1.24 MILLIONS. 



MIDDLE-INCOME COUNTRIES  
ARE HARDEST HIT 
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50% OF DEATHS AMONG VULNERABLE 
ROAD USERS  



Laws 
Enforcement 

Standards 
Behaviour 

BEST BUYS IN ROAD SAFETY 

 Safer vehicles  Low cost 
engineering 
measures 

 Helmets  Seat-belts 

 Child-
restraints  

 Drinking 
& driving 

 Speed reduction 

 Pre-hospital and trauma care 
 



35 COUNTRIES PASSED NEW LAWS BUT 
ONLY 7% OF THE WORLD'S POPULATION 
IS COVERED FOR ALL 5 RISK FACTORS 



GLOBAL LEGISLATIONS 

• Speed limits: Only 59 countries have a comprehensive                   
urban speed law 

• Drink-driving: 89 countries have a comprehensive drink-
driving law 

• Motorcycle helmet: 90 countries have comprehensive 
motorcycle helmet laws 

• Seat-belt: 111 countries have a comprehensive seat-belt 
laws 

• Child  restraints: Half of all countries have a child restraint 
law  



FEW COUNTRIES RATE THE 
ENFORCEMENT OF LAWS AS "GOOD" 

"Good" enforcement defined as 8 or more on a scale of 0 to 10. 
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3 MAIN MESSAGES ON LEGISLATION 

• The pace of legislative change is too slow. 

• Enforcement coupled with public awareness is 

essential for success. 

• Pedestrians, cyclists & motorcyclists  need more 

consideration. 
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    www.who.int/violence_injury_prevention/road_safety_status/2013/en/  



http://apps.who.int/gho/data/view.main 



Thank you for your attention 
  iaychk@who.int  

 
http://www.who.int/violence_injury_prevention/en/ 
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